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TOHONO O’ODHAM 

BAPTIST OUTREACH 

MISSIONS 

  "Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things." 

                                                                                                                             Pslam 72:18 

 
Dear Praying Friends, 

To receive a telephone call at 12:15am on January 1st alarmed us that 

something might be wrong.   But all of that was quickly dissolved as we 

heard "Happy New Year!" when we answered.  It was an elderly couple in 

Hikiwan village calling. They shared that they had been asleep but were 

awaken as the clock struck 12 am and thought of us and wanted to wish us 

well.  The encouragement that phone call gave us cannot be measured as 

our family had been praying that evening for our ministry and asking the 

Lord to use it in a mighty way in 2022.  

 

Our first week of 2022 has been a wet and cool one for us, as we are in the 

heart of the Sonoran winter.  We have had a couple of storm systems move 

through bringing snow to the Northern part of our state and rain to us 

here in the lower desert.  These systems have given us a white Christmas in 

our own way, as we could see a snow-capped Mount Lemmon from our 

kitchen windows. Mount Lemmon which has a 9,000-foot elevation sits 79 

miles East of our home. Its nice to be able to see the beauty of snow without 

experiencing the cold temperatures that accompany it.   The system also 

brought cooler temperatures which had highs in the 50s and lows in the 30s 

at night.  These cooler temperatures can be challenging to our families on 

the reservation as they are not acclimated to cooler weather, and few have 

a heating source in their homes. During these cooler temperatures we try 

to provide a special treat to our families at our services by serving coffee 

and hot cocoa as they leave.  

 

Like other parts of our country, Covid numbers are once again increasing 

in Arizona and on the reservation.  The chairman for the Tohono O'odham 

Nation is currently recovering from the virus.  With these increases, tribal 

schools have moved classes from in person learning one day a week to full 

time virtual learning once again.  Tribal offices are also closing.  This 

continues to affect our ministry in different ways, but the Lord continues 

to open doors. For those who are not aware, we must have permission from 

tribal leaders in order to go into villages. While there has been 

disappointments and discouragement in this process, we can say that there 

have also been so many times we have seen God move through this. 

 
 
  

Instructions for submitting financial 

support to our mission agency: 

Mail to: 
Beacon International Baptist Mission 

PO Box 5907 

Johnson City, TN 37602-5907 

Make all checks payable to: BIBM 

Note: “Billy & Julie Ford” in the memo 

section of your check 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Ministry 2021 

   Back to School Event in Hikiwan 2021 

 
It’s been great to be holding 

in person services in North 

Hikiwan once again! 



  

 

 

 Since late summer we have been given permission to resume taking the Mobile 

Mission Trailer back into North Hikiwan village for in person services with 

Covid guidelines to follow.  Most of our families have felt comfortable enough 

to return and we have even had the addition of three new families 

attending.  One family is driving from another village to attend which has been 

such an encouragement and blessing.  At this time, we have not been given 

permission to restart in person services in Gehaka village.  However, they are 

allowing us to continue to distribute food boxes door to door to our families 

there. That at least allows us to maintain contact with our families and to pray 

with them.  We are trying to remain patient and hopeful that once they have 

more people there vaccinated, they will feel comfortable in letting us back in. 

As a bonus, Julie made contact with the village representative for South 

Hikiwan and was able to obtain permission for us to hold a Back-to-School 

event and a Christmas Ministry event there.  Attendance was great at both 

events. South Hikiwan sits about one mile from North Hikiwan and is 

considered a separate community by the tribe.  We feel we have a lot of 

opportunities in this community and are currently praying for direction. 

 

HOLIDAY MINISTRIES: 
 

Our 2021 Thanksgiving & Christmas Ministries were both a huge success in so 

many ways.  We want to thank everyone who has participated in both 

events.  There is no way that we could provide these ministries without your 

help.  While it is wonderful to provide a Thanksgiving meal to our families and 

presents to the children, our primary goal in these ministries is sharing the 

Gospel.  Through these events we are introduced to new people who may be 

hearing the Gospel for the first time.  These events also strengthen our 

relationship with our current families and their trust of the news we give them, 

the Good News that Jesus Saves!  

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING MINISTRY: 

 

The month of November, Billy focused his lessons for each service on 

Thankfulness. Being thankful to the Lord can be a new concept for our 

families, especially new ones that have recently begun attending.  In so much 

of the religious teaching that they are taught, God is an angry God, and you 

must do things to make Him happy.  The reality that our God is a loving God 

who gives us blessings everyday and being thankful is a way we show Him our 

love in return is new and exciting for our families.  For this year's 

Thanksgiving Ministry, we provided Thanksgiving Food Boxes to each of the 

families that attends our services. Due to limited funds, we are unable to make 

this a village wide outreach as we did when we served the village meal before 

Covid. The food boxes included everything the families would need for a 

typical Thanksgiving Meal, a turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, green beans, 

gravy, cranberry sauce, and pumpkin pie.  Each box was set up according to 

the size of the family.  Our families are so grateful for these food boxes for 

most of them, this will be their only chance of celebrating a Thanksgiving 

meal.  

 Christmas Ministry 2021 

Thank you 

 Adam & Brandie Crabtree! 

Thanksgiving Ministry 

2021 



 

CHRISTMAS MINISTRY:  

 

For our Christmas Ministry, we were given permission to hold our full 

ministry event in both North & South Hikiwan communities.  In 

Gehaka, we were allowed to take Christmas food boxes to each of our 

families, along with presents for the children.  We cannot express enough 

what a blessing this ministry was to our O'odham families. With all three 

communities combined we served just over 100 people.  Every year, we 

are amazed at how you have put so much love in making this event 

special for not only for the kids but also their parents.   

 

Beacon International Baptist Mission Director, Adam Crabtree and his 

wife Brandie spent the week with us helping with the preparations and 

then the events. What a blessing it was to have them with us. Brother 

Adam gave the Gospel through an object lesson at both of our Hikiwan 

events and Brandie helped the kids when they came into the mobile 

mission.  They were a huge help.   

 

Each child was allowed to come into the mobile mission trailer and was 

given a Christmas bag to fill with a toy (of their choice), a stocking, 

Christmas ornament, a tshirt, a blanket, Bible, and a treat bag.  Most of 

our kids shared that this was the only gifts they received for Christmas. 

Along with ministering to the Tohono O'odham kids, we also wanted to 

minister to our adults as well.  Each of our adults received a gift bag or 

stocking.  Additionally, each family who currently attends our services, 

received a Christmas Food Box.   

 

As we shared at the beginning of this prayer letter, we have prayed 

asking God to use our ministry in a mighty way.  We not only prayed for 

that, but we also prayed for you, our faithful supporters.  You have been 

faithful to pray for our family and the Tohono O'odham Nation.  You 

have blessed our ministry through your sacrificial giving, and you have 

encouraged us through text, phone calls and more.  There is no way to 

measure how much we appreciate you or relay your importance to this 

ministry.  May God bless of you in a mighty way in 2022! 

 

In Christ, 

Billy, Julie & Madison Ford 
Missionaries to the Tohono O'odham Nation  

 
 
 

 

 

(Above) A special thank you to Barbara 

Roberts of Bible Baptist Church in Florida for 

handmaking these stockings for our kids and 

adults. 

(Below) A special thank you to Heaven 

Bound Baptist Church Youth for 

handmaking these ornaments that 

decorated our Mobile Mission Trailer 

Christmas tree.  Each child who visited 

was allowed to choose one. 

 
 
 

MISSION AGENCY: 
Beacon International 

Baptist Mission 
Director: Adam Crabtree 
bibmoffice@yahoo.com 

P.O. Box 5907 
Johnson City, TN 37602 

Telephone: 423-928-5759  
www.beaconibm.com 

 

 
 
 

OUR SENDING CHURCH: 
Eastside Baptist Church 

Pastor David Fox 
195 Serral Drive 

Greeneville, TN 37745 
Telephone: 423-639-2582 
www.eastsidebaptist.info 

 
 

 

CONTACT US AT: 
Post Office Box 1312 
Arizona City, AZ 85123 
tnhawker2000@yahoo.com  
Telephone Number: 
423-444-6561 
Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
fords2thetonation/ 
 

http://www.eastsidebaptist.info/
mailto:tnhawker2000@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/

