
  

Dear Praying Friends & Faithful Supporters, 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God 

of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulations, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any 

trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 

When we first began our ministry to the Tohono 

O’odham people, we were given the warning by 

other Native American missionaries to not 

expect the O’odham people to open up to us 

right away.  In fact, we were told it would take 

about five years before we could start to see 

those relationships become solid.  In essence 

this, due to history and false teachings on why 

we would be coming, would put a wall of 

mistrust in the way.    The only way to tear down 

those walls is time.  Time for the O’odham 

people to see our sincerity and see us stay 

through the hard times when the situations are 

not comfortable, not pretty and most of all to 

show them the love of Christ. A lot of these walls 

came down during Covid when we were fighting 

the restrictions to be able to deliver food boxes 

and pray with them.   This summer we have seen 

more walls come down as we have stayed during 

some extremely difficult times for our families 

and being the source of comfort mentioned in 

our title verse.  In May, one of the women who 

attends our services, was found dead in her 
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home. What a shock to everyone as she was only 

31 years old.  Such a sad situation allowed us to 

comfort her family through visiting them in their 

home and providing a meal.  As unusual as it 

sounds, a scenario that would not have happened 

five years ago. In addition to comforting the 

family, we were also a source of comfort to our 

other families as the adults had grown up with 

her and some were even related to her. What a 

blessing it was to see them come to the service 

seeking comfort through God’s word during the 

special prayer service we held.  Please pray for 

this woman’s family, especially her mother who 

has since moved to another village to live with 

another daughter.   

In June, a sibling group of three that attends our 

services were suddenly taken into foster care off 

the reservation.  This situation was almost as 

upsetting to everyone as our member’s death 

was.  While we were not given a full explanation, 

the children were later returned and  shared that 

they were able to come back because there was 

food in the house again.  Food challenges have 

always been an issue on the reservation.  One of 

the reasons that we continue to serve meals for 

our family to take home. Upon their return, they 

came to services and the youngest began crying 

during the service and asked for Julie to come 

close. When Julie did so she whispered that CPS 

had taken her away and she was so happy they 

brought her back because she missed her 

Grandpa and us.  Please pray for this family and 

these kids.  The experience was very upsetting 

to them.   

In August, one of the men who attends our 

services was diagnosed with a tumor on his liver. 

He is scheduled later this month for surgery.  

Please pray for Ted and that the surgery is 

successful and pray for his son; who has been 

especially upset as his mother passed away in 

May.   

 



  

 

Our summer ministry has overall been a great 

one.  As always, we battled the high 

temperatures of 117-120 and even battled 

monsoon storms.  But I guess you can now call us 

veteran Sonoran Desert missionaries as we dealt 

with all the battles and moved on.  We had to 

change our schedules at times but in the end we 

have found that we have had very few weeks 

that we totally had to cancel services.  Which is 

a blessing.  While the calendar may say that it is 

Fall, our temperatures continue to reach over 

100.  We have actually had some really good rain 

totals the past few weeks and so it actually looks 

like Springtime as everything is green and the 

cactus are getting their blooms. 

In August, we held our annual Back to School 

Ministry.  Through this we were able to distribute 

school supplies in both North and South Hikiwan 

communities and also to Santa Rosa Day School.  

What a blessing it is to hold this ministry and to 

see the kids excited to receive these items.  We 

are so thankful for those that gave to these 

events and made them possible. Our kids 

returned to school in person after being in virtual 

learning for the last two years.  Please pray for 

them to have a successful school year.   

With the Back to School ministry completed, we 

now look forward to our holiday ministries.  In 

November, we will be holding our Thanksgiving 

Ministry.  Through that we will be distributing a 

full Thanksgiving meal to each of our families.  

As many of you remember, we used to hold a 

community Thanksgiving meal which we 

prepared.  However, due to covid restrictions we 

can no longer do that.  Nonetheless, our families 

are very happy to get this food box and to be 

able celebrate Thanksgiving with their families.  

Looking back to two years ago when the Covid 

pandemic began, our family could have never 

imagined how far the Lord would bring our 

ministry through all of the changes that were 

taking place.  As the pandemic began we felt 



  

that some of those changes would negatively 

impact our ministry. However, we truly learned 

the valuable lesson of trusting in the Lord and 

continuing in the Faith. Through that journey, 

we feel that God has strengthened our ministry 

and our people. Currently, we have a wonderful 

group of adults and kids that are faithful to come 

every service.  A special blessing is that we have 

a good group of older teen boys that are coming 

faithfully and inviting friends. A generation that 

we were warned we would never get to come.      

Unfortunately,  we have noticed some negative 

changes that has primarily come through the 

tribal government.  Since the pandemic we have 

seen several interest groups emerge on the 

reservation. One such example is the Covid 

pandemic regulations remain in place, despite 

the fact that little to no cases of Covid are being 

reported on the reservation. It appears to be 

used as a way to control people on the 

reservation.  Another such group has been the 

Two Spirit or LGBTQ movement. The tribal 

government has publicly shown support for this 

group. We have shockingly had a youth fall into 

this and it is such a sad situation. Finally, we 

have seen a huge movement in returning back to 

their cultural beliefs and a strong anti Christian 

attitude. The main reason for this is because it 

will be the Christians who speak out against 

movements that are teaching sinful practices.  

Please pray for us as we work through these 

issues and more so pray for our people that they 

don’t fall for these false teachings.   

As all over our world, there are troubling times.  

And as we have shared, the Tohono O’odham 

Nations is no different.  We are so grateful to you 

our supporters who generously give and 

faithfully pray so that we can be here during 

these times, never ceasing to point our O’odham 

people to Christ.   

In Christ, 

Billy, Julie & Madison Ford 



  

CONTACT US: 

ADDRESS: POST OFFICE BOX 

1312 

ARIZONA CITY, AZ 85123 

Telephone: 423-444-6561 

Email: 

tnhawker2000@yahoo.com 

Like & Follow Us: 

Facebook:Fords 2 the T.O. 

Nation 

Instagram: 

t.o.baptist.outreach.missions 

 

SENDING CHURCH: 

EASTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Pastor: David Fox 

195 Serral Drive 

Greeneville, TN 37745 

Telephone: 423.639.2582 

Email: 

pastor@eastsidebaptist.info 

 

Mission Agency: 

Beacon International Baptist 

Missions 

Director: Adam Crabtree 

Post Office Box 5907 

Johnson City, TN 37602 

Telephone: 423.928.5759 

Email:  

BIBMOFFICE@gmail.com 
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