
 Greetings in the name of our Savior! It is hard to believe 
that well over a year has passed since necessity required us to 
leave our place of ministry in BC Canada. Our hope, obviously, was 
to return as soon as possible, thinking that the duration in TN would 
be a matter of months at the most. Of course, the Lord knew what we 
could not foresee, and in hindsight we can see His superintending hand 
in bringing us back to our church at a time when help was greatly needed. 
While I cannot in this letter go into great detail, it will suffice to say that 
upon our arrival we were met with a host of issues that needed to be 
addressed, and a distinct lack of available help to take care of them, from  
routine maintenance and upkeep to the grounds, upgrading technology, outreach 
efforts, and many other things that have required attention. We have made great 
strides forward in addressing many of these things, though much remains to do. 

Home Church Needs  We have some urgent things for you to join us in prayer about concerning our home church. We were 
confronted when we came down to the US with the reality that things have not all been well at the home front. Our dear pastor is 81 
years old, and the burden of the church has become too much for him to handle alone. The difficult question for us was how to return to 
Canada if and when the door would open, and leave these pressing needs behind without someone to stand in the gap. Up until  
several weeks ago, we have really had no choice but to remain in the US. Canada has now loosened their requirements for 
“nonessential activity” provided travelers have completed the approved vaccination regimen. For reasons which I’ll not get into here, 
we have not been vaccinated. If that was the only consideration concerning the timing of returning to Canada, we would go ahead 
and get the “Fauci Ouchie”, as some call it. But there have been other concerns afloat. Pastor Combs asked me to pray about serving 
with him at the church as assistant pastor, and to take the church when he is to step down. Considering the circumstances that 
required us to return to the US and our home church, we have prayed long and earnestly about that prospect. We so desire the 
Lord’s will. Our wish would be to return to Canada, and while that has not been possible up to this point, and remains so because 
our current project at hand is not yet finished, we wanted to let our supporting churches know how best they can pray for us. This 
would not be a full-time paid position. The church is small, though we have seen recent growth. With much work and prayer, the Lord 
is blessing our church. Yet so much remains. We say with the apostle of old, “Brethren, pray for us.”

House Progress  The Lord has blessed our church with four new members, two people 
having responded to our Google Ads campaign, and a couple transferring membership 
from another church. They have jumped right in, ready to serve where they are needed. 
One of these new members, along with a longtime member of our church, has been a 
great assistance to me in rebuilding the church parsonage. What started as a partial 
floor replacement has turned into a whole house rebuild! From sheetrock to siding, and 
just about everything in between, the damage from the termites together with faulty 
original construction have required us to go to this extent in taking care of the pressing 
issues. I tell folks that this project is supplying me with a lifetime of sermon illustrations! 
With the price of lumber down from its ridiculous highs, and with the help the Lord 
has brought, we are pressing on to the finish. It is our hope for the upstairs to be 
reasonably finished by the end of the year. Considering all the problems we have 

uncovered, it is almost a miracle that the house didn’t collapse or burn to the ground. Perhaps the Lord was preserving it so it could 
be restored. This is God’s house, and we pray that it may be a blessing to many of His servants for years to come. 
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Online Outreach   Recently we concluded our verse-by-verse series of messages 
through Ephesians that we began around the first of last year for the dear folks of 
Hazelton and Terrace BC. With the exception of the first few sermons which were 
preached before we began recording and posting them to our Hazelton Baptist 
Mission YouTube channel, all are available online, and we are constantly adding new 
videos, Bible studies, and other content as well that we hope to be a blessing to 
other folks. We have maintained our online advertising for our outreach in the 
broader Hazelton and surrounding areas. We would love to expand our online 
presence through this very cost effective method of outreach throughout a much 
greater portion of northern BC Canada and beyond, and will do so as the Lord 

provides. Please pray the Lord will give us the needed resources to make the best of this opportunity. One tool that would be helpful in 
this regard would be a quality website. If anyone knows someone who would be able and willing to assist us in that, we would love to 
speak with them about it. The possibilities for making the gospel known broadly through internet advertising are limitless. If your 
church is interested in putting together some ads through Google Ads or YouTube, we would love to be of service to you in that endeavor. 

Canada Concerns   Canada is a very needy mission field, and we will strive to press forward in our outreach through whatever 
channels the Lord provides to continue to preach the gospel, disciple new believers, and help to establish churches. In many ways, 
internet outreach is an ideal tool due to its cost effectiveness and broad reach. Through targeted advertising, the barriers of distance 
can easily be overcome. When Paul and Barnabas preached in the cities of Asia Minor and regions beyond, they found the places of 
public concourse, whether the synagogue, amphitheater, college, riverside, or plaza. Unfortunately in many respects, the widespread 
adoption of the internet and social media mean that such places of public interaction have less and less of a hold in society. What this 
presents, however, is the opportunity to reach people where they are and minister the gospel to them effectively and efficiently. The 
cults and false religion have certainly beaten God’s people to the punch when it comes to utilizing these means. But better late than 
never! By the grace of God, we hope very soon to expand our efforts in these regards to the best of our abilities with what 
resources of time and finances that the Lord provides. With the unholy alliance we have lately seen between the powers of 
government and the private sector, especially within the technology services industry, we realize that time is of the essence in utilizing 
these resources for the glory of God while the door remains open to do so. 

In closing  We wish to thank you for your continued faithful support and prayers for our ministry. If you have any question for our 
pastor, Bro. Robert Combs, his cell phone number is, as always, at the footer on this page. He has told me many times that our 
coming was a God-send, and I pray that we have been a blessing, encouragement, and help to the dear saints of Community Baptist 
Church. I intend to reach out to our supporters directly in the coming weeks and speak in greater detail concerning our next steps. 
We covet your prayers, and we look forward to answering any questions that anyone might have. I count it a high honor to have your 
confidence and support in our ministry. We love each of you who have given so sacrificially, and we trust our Lord to continually 
guide each step we take that we may always be in His perfect will and about His business, as He fulfills His purpose in and through 
our lives for the praise of His great glory. God bless you all!
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