
M i s s i o n a r i e s  T o  S a s k a t c h e w a n  C a n a d a

The Buchanan’s                 Telephone: 1- 306 -278-2444
Box 550,  430 Swaan Street      Email: rjbuch@xplornet.ca
Porcupine Plain

Saskatchewan, Canada S0E-1H0 

  
                                                                  January - June 2019

Dear Pastors, Churches and praying friends:

“They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the
Lord, and their offspring with them And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while
they are yet speaking, I will hear.” Isaiah 65:23,24

It is with a heavy heart I send this letter at this time.  For over two years now I have pleaded with the
Lord to send labours to help continue the work here in Porcupine Plain.  I am certain the Lord has spoken to
hearts, and am assured according to His Word “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11  

After 45 years of faithful service to the Lord, I am retiring as Missionary Pastor of The Prayer Baptist
Church of Porcupine Plain on September 29, 2019, due to declining health. “I don’t quit”, was the statement I
made to my daughter, and she said, “Your are not quitting the battle, Dad. God is just assigning you to a
different battlefield” The words “ I’m gonna die on the Battle Field, I’m gonna die in the war, I’m gonna die on 
the Battle Field with Glory in my soul...” came to all of our minds. Thank you Bro. Doug Ramage for singing
that song. I will continue to serve in whatever way I can until at such time the Lord calls me home.  

Due to the macular degeneration in both eyes now ( one eye is treatable the other is not), I have been
unable to read  without great difficulty. One week ago I had the cataract removed in my bad eye and it greatly
improved my distance for driving but not for reading.   In March of this year I was hospitalized with suspected
inflamation around my heart, and then went into acute renal failure on the second day. I was transported by
ambulance urgently to the City 3 hours away where I stayed for 11 days.  During that time I  developed new
Atrial Fibrillation, and was diagnosed as a Diabetic. It was also found that I had asbestos related pleural plaques
(from my Navy days aboard a destroyer - this can take decades to appear but once it does, it can progress
quickly) on both lungs and a Pleural effusion. This  has decreased my lung capacity making it difficult to sing
and speak  for any length of time, and I am often short of breath. During the hospitalization my neck began to
swell, and I was found to have lesions on a lymph node in my neck which I have had  two biopsy’s following
Ultrasounds and a CT scan,  and am currently awaiting results.  With  Cardiac Disease, damage from prior Heart
attacks,  Lung disease, as well as other health concerns ongoing, there is not an outlook of improving, there is no
“recovery”, but hope to manage symptoms and the progression or course of these various conditions will be a
matter of time.  All of this has physically and mentally taken a toll at 78 on my health and my ability to
effectively pastor. 
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We will be closing the Buchanan Care Home as of September 29, 2019.  We have operated the Care
Home as a ministry since 1986, charging only what it takes to care for each those in our care.   One resident has
been in our home for 17 years, another for 10 and this is like saying goodbye to dear family.  We are in the
process of assisting the families of each of our four residents to relocate to other care facilities.   We  will not be
able to sustain the home without the residents, and the upkeep of the home, lawn, maintenance and more is too
much for both Johnnie Jean and I to continue even with the help we do have. We have listed our house and
property for sale, and  will be looking for a much smaller house for the two of us.  

The church membership have voted to close the church and dissolve the work as of October 1 . 2019st

unless the Lord provides a Pastor or a Missionary Pastor.  Porcupine Plain is a rural community of around 800,
and the church was founded by myself in 1974.  The ministry includes land on the edge of the community. The
church has had many renovations and upgrades through the help of many people across the years. There are no
outstanding debts.  The church body is small, but dedicated and faithful and desire to see the work continue, but
there are no pastors or lay pastors in the congregation.  Prayer Baptist Church was actively supporting ten
missionaries and have voted to pay their support in its entirety thru December 2019 as to not have them lack in
support due to our circumstance. 

The community of Porcupine Plain and area has changed demographics in recent years and there is a
whole new field to be reached.  The harvest truly is plentiful and we are requesting you to consider helping us
find a Pastor to answer the call to labour here and to continue the work in this area - with urgency before
October 1  2019.st

 The nearest Fundamental Baptist work is in Nipawin, Grace & Light Baptist Church, Pastored by
Missionary Will Fehr.  He is currently driving one hour & 10 min. on Sunday evenings with his family of ten to
conduct service for us and will continue to do so until the last Sunday in September. 

I will update you with a letter in the Fall as to how God supplies our needs. Thank you for praying with us.  

“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things which thou knowest
not.” Jer. 33:3

“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” 
Mathew 10:37,38.

Serving Til He Comes:

Bro. Bob & Johnnie Jean Buchanan

p.s. The Prayer Baptist Church of Porcupine Plain will be hosting  A  Thank You Farewell  for Pastor &
Johnnie Jean  in Porcupine Plain on September 28, 2019, should anyone be interested in attending please call for
further information:   Contact Bobbi Jean at 306 278 3332
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“Little is much when God is in it”


