
 

 

 
   

 

 

Adventures of Faith – January 2020 

 

 
 

We finished one of the most spiritually successful years of our ministry as we concluded our furlough in the U.S.  Like Paul in Acts 

14:27, we excitedly rehearsed all that God had done with us, and how He had opened the door of faith unto the Brazilians.  Our 

furlough was filled with blessings and rejoicing. 
 

We landed in Brazil on November 13, 2019 (1st picture), after 40 hours of traveling, with 3 different 

vans, through 5 airports, and little sleep.  Besides the tiresome journey, there were no complications.  

Now that we have permanent residency, we are able to move through immigration quickly. 
 

However, after our arrival we faced many difficulties.  I never imagined that we would have culture 

shock again especially since we had already lived four years in Brazil.  Immediately we had to 

adjust to dealing with continual problems in a foreign culture.  We found a house that we wanted to rent while we were in the U.S. 

and began negotiating before we returned.  We were hoping to sign the contract 1-2 days after our arrival.  

Unfortunately, the price changed after they saw that we were Americans.  Instead of wanting R$1,100 (R$ = 

Brazilian currency) per month, they wanted me to pay R$6,600 just to move in.  That was without anything 

in writing to secure our deposit.  We declined with a forced smile.  Our van broke down (AGAIN) within 

four days of our return.  The situation with our van has been a nightmare since we purchased it; please pray 

for us about that.  This made it difficult to look for a house.  But by the Grace of God, one week after our 

return we signed a contract for a nicer and cheaper house (2nd picture).  This is the nicest house that we 

have ever rented in Brazil, PTL!  We have an overcoming faith.  That coupled with the goodness and 

mercy of the Lord motivates us to continue in the place that He has called us. 
 

The shipping of the container has not been easy.  Being misguided, I discovered that my container had to be 

shipped with pre-stamped and certified wood for international shipping.  I had about $1000 invested in crating and partitioned walls 

that had to be removed before it could be shipped.  Brazilian customs would have confiscated the container and burned it if I could 

not pay for return shipping.  I had to take an emergency flight back to the states, unpack all 25,000 lbs., remove the wood, and 

repack and re-organize it all back in the container.  I flew back to the States after only being in Brazil for 14 days.  My family and I 

were nervous because we did not know if our neighborhood was safe or not.  They were forced to figure everything out without my 

help or protection.  Thankfully many people learned of my problem and came to help.  There were pastors, from Pennsylvania, 

South Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan; missionaries from New Zealand and Africa; 8 churches represented, friends, family, 

and a man that heard about it through the internet.  The container finally shipped on December 22 and we are hoping it will 

arrive in Manaus by January 20 and then to our house by the first week in February.  Please continue praying. 
 

Lastly, I would like your prayers about renting a BAR (3rd picture).  This bar has been in 

the news because of several men & women that have been murdered there.  If possible, the 

bar would include a house and large piece of property.  It is a place known for drunkenness 

(spirits) and death.  Would it not be glorious to plant a church and offer that 

neighborhood the Savior, the Scripture, and salvation?  Pray for the Lord’s leading. 

 

Brian & Jessica Lawson 

Ray, Ruth, Charity, Samuel, Jahaziel, & Rose 

 

 

 

 


