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TOHONO O’ODHAM BAPTIST 

OUTREACH MISSIONS 

“Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will 

even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43:19 

Dear Praying Friends, 

 

This was our life verse on the front of our prayer card while we were on deputation.  

In a few weeks, our family will celebrate our four-year anniversary of serving the 

Tohono O’odham and it continues to still represent that for our family even now.  

While 2020 continues to bring various challenges, we see God being bigger than those 

challenges and working through His perfect plan. 

 

To say we are glad to see summer end, would be an understatement. Summer 2020 

has been a brutal one. This summer set records both for the hottest summer in 

Arizona history and the highest amount of days over 100 degrees in Arizona. The 

Monsoon season that brings much needed rain and cools the temperatures down 

never arrived. So, in addition to the heat, we are also in a drought. Our home has not 

had measurable rain since March. We are happy to report that even though we have 

still not had any rain, we have had a cool front move through our area, dropping the 

temperatures. This week when we go outside, we say “it feels great out here”! 

 

Our area has continued to battle COVID-19. Our family has had to follow two sets 

of regulations in dealing with the virus. The regulations of Arizona and the 

regulations of the Tohono O’odham Nation. Earlier in the summer, the state of 

Arizona became a hot spot for the most cases of the virus. But, through time those 

numbers have decreased, and things have slowly opened back up. We continue to be 

under a mask mandate. The Tohono O’odham reservation, however, continues to be 

under a Stay at Home order and outside visitors except for essential services is 

prohibited. 

 

Despite the restriction challenges that have stopped us from holding our church 

services on the reservation, God has blessed us with opportunities to grow our 

ministry in the villages. As mentioned, only essential services are allowed on the 

reservation. Through distributing food boxes to our families, we have been given 

permission to go "door to door" to our families. This has given us opportunities to 

meet and get to know family members and others in the community who did not 

attend our services in the mobile mission trailer.  Right now, we are distributing food 

boxes biweekly and they are made to the size of the family. We have families ranging 

from a single person household to families of nine people. We are so thankful to those 

that have donated towards our food boxes. We simply could not continue without 

your help.  
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 In addition to our food boxes, we have also begun virtual services that we send out 

to our families. We are so grateful to continue being connected to our families.  In 

addition, new people we now minister to have shared that they are enjoying 

watching those services. Due to the remote location of the villages, internet can be 

a challenge. One of our ladies recently shared that she must hold her phone to her 

window to be able to watch it. What a blessing this tool is to have during this time 

so that the Gospel does not miss a beat in going out.  

 

Like other events, Back 2 School Ministry 2020 was different this year. For this 

ministry, we serve four villages. Three of the villages are served by tribal schools. 

One village, Cockleburr, is served by Arizona public schools due to its location. At 

this time, the tribal schools have not reopened. The kids continue to receive packets 

to complete. We have been advised that in January the tribal schools hope to 

distribute hot spots and computers so that the kids can have online learning. There 

are no dates set to reopen at this time. For these three villages, we were not allowed 

to hold a village wide event as we normally do to avoid everyone being in a group. 

Instead, we distributed school supplies door to door.   

 

For Cockleburr Village, the kids originally began the school year completing 

packets. However, the school they attend reopened in September allowing them to 

go back to in person learning. In August we held a virtual meeting with the tribal 

district chairman and village leaders requesting permission to distribute school 

supplies in the village. What a blessing it was to be given permission to hold a Drive 

Thru Event. This event held September 4th was such a blessing to our family as we 

were able to see families that we had not been able to see since March.  

 

Putting a Wrap on 2020: 

 

Is it possible that we only have two months left in 2020?! In finishing up the year, 

our family is already preparing for what is normally two of the biggest ministry 

events of the year, Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

 

In the past, we have held a group meal in each village we are serving for a 

Thanksgiving outreach. For obvious reasons, that will not be happening this year. 

Instead, we will be distributing Thanksgiving food boxes to each of our families. 

Each box will include everything needed to make a Thanksgiving meal for their 

family. As we will not be able to host a Thanksgiving service, we will be including 

a Thanksgiving themed devotional for each family to do together. Recently, we 

spoke with each family on their ability to cook a Thanksgiving meal. Some of our 

families do not have a refrigerator and some do not have a stove to cook on. Some 

even shared that they would be cooking the turkey the traditional way, by cooking 

it in the ground. Having this information will help us to know how to prepare each 

food box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As many of you know, at Christmas we distribute gifts to our families along 

with hosting a Christmas outreach to share the Gospel. We have been asked 

how we will be handling Christmas events this year and at this time our 

answer is, we are not sure. While we are confident that we will not be 

hosting a group event in each village, we are unsure about the level of access 

we will have at that time. For right now, we are just continuing to plan as 

normal and trust the Lord. We have been blessed to have already received 

several supplies in preparation. After Thanksgiving we will look at the 

situation and proceed from there. If 2020 has taught us anything, it has 

taught us the lesson of finding a way to continue God’s Work, God’s Way 

through these difficult times. 

 

As mentioned at the beginning, we are coming upon our 4th year 

anniversary. On November 10th, 2016, our family arrived here in Arizona 

and began serving the Lord on the Tohono O’odham Nation. This past four 

years we have seen God move in so many ways. We love the Tohono 

O’odham people and thankful to be called to their beautiful land. We also 

love those who have supported us financially and through prayer. We are 

humbled in the trust you have placed in us to be your hands and feet in 

taking the Gospel to the Tohono O’odham Nation! 

 

In Christ, 

Billy, Julie & Madison Ford 

Missionaries to the Tohono O’odham Nation 

 

 

PRAYER REQUEST: 

 

*Pray for guidance in making decisions for our Christmas ministry. 

 

*Pray for Julie's sister, Anita, who was diagnosed with ALS in September. 

 

*Pray for the tribal leaders to have wisdom in making decisions concerning 

Covid-19. 

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACT US AT: 
Post Office Box 1312 

Arizona City, AZ 85123 
tnhawker2000@yahoo.com  

Telephone Number: 
423-444-6561 

Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
fords2thetonation/ 

 
 
 

OUR SENDING CHURCH: 
Eastside Baptist Church 

Pastor David Fox 
195 Serral Drive 

Greeneville, TN 37745 
Telephone: 423-639-2582 
www.eastsidebaptist.info 

 
 
 
 

MISSION AGENCY: 
Beacon International  

Baptist Mission 
Director: Adam Crabtree 
bibmoffice@yahoo.com 

P.O. Box 5907 
Johnson City, TN 37602 

Telephone: 423-928-5759  
www.beaconibm.com 
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